AN UPDATE ON THE RUPERTSWOOD CLUB RUN 24.2.13
The event, given that most will drive from the other side of the Melbourne to the also picturesque
outer Western areas has been divided into 2 short runs.
The planned meeting point is the car park adjacent to the North end of the Melbourne Airport North
South Runway. It is hoped that all attendees should make the meeting point by 9.30 am.
Allowing for set off time of 9.45 am.
The 1st Stage will be an alternate course to Rupertswood Mansion., through Wildwood, Clarkefield
before arriving at the Rupertswood Mansion.
Rupertswood was owned by Sir Rupert Clarke and much of the area driven on this run was originally
part of his property. The property originally had its own station where visitors invited to the
property from Melbourne would be picked up and taken to the mansion.
England in 1882 lost a one match test at the Oval to the Australian for the first time and a
British newspaper wrote in the obituary section of the Paper,
“That English cricket had died, and the body will be cremated and the ashes taken to
Australia”.
The English media dubbed the next English tour to Australia (1882–83) as the quest to regain
the Ashes.
One of those groups visiting Rupertswood during the Christmas of 1883 was the English Cricket team
and their Captain, the 8th Earl of Darnley, the honourable Ivor Bligh who had lost the match against
Australia in 1882.
The much investigated story of the ashes indicates that in 1883 at a cricket match prior to
the start of ashes series, at the private Rupertswood cricket ground, the Honourable Ivor
Bligh was presented by the women at the mansion including players’ wives and Ivor Bligh’s
wife a carved urn that contained the ashes of a burnt bail, burnt on the blacksmith’s fire.
In that 3 match series against Australia, England won 2 matches to 1.
Length of the 1st Stage – 23.5 miles or 37.5 kilometres.
The run will finish at the mansion where Devonshire tea will be served at a price of $6.50/head.
To have a tour of the mansion takes approximately 1 hour and the guided tour costs is TBA and
would have to be booked beforehand. Estimate $15.00 / head
We are allowing up to 1 hour before commencing the 2nd stage to walk round the grounds, have
Devonshire tea and a general natter.

The planned commencement time of the 2nd stage is 11.30

Length of the 2nd Stage is – 28 miles or 44.4 Kilometres
After leaving the front gates of the Mansion we will head towards Riddell’s Creek and then onto
Hesket and finally to Woodend.
The roads are undulating and are not primary roads.
The stopping point for lunch will be the Victoria Hotel in Woodend which offers an al a carte menu
and they also have a seniors menu.
The proximity to the Calder Freeway will allow an easy return to Melbourne from Woodend .
Regards,

Andrew Swann
Andrew & Pat Swann
CONTACT DETAILS:
Phone: 03 9740 9225
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