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October 8th. Visit to Como Gardens IN THE HILLS. See lett er. 
1 pm••• Lets meet & put some of OUR nice cars on display•• 
What about it, it a bout time you got your car out & came & 
joined us for a very nice day. Enquiries, Tom Cannon 9791 2949. 

15th Combined event with the Antique Airplane Association of 

Australia at Riddells Creek.. Come and meet" The Magnificent 


~Men In tlielr ylng ac Ines. ea, e ausage sizzle~lunch .. 
An interesting day is planned with some interesting mac hinery. 

Both of the flying & driving kind. Good weather ordered. 
Details ring Tom Cannon. 97912949 
Meet at Melways 177-B8, Bulla township 10. Am. If late ring 

heather on 0410497 912...Brin9 Fly Buy points for redemption? 
..November. 

4th to 7th. Melbourne Cup long weekend visit to EDEN. Including 
an opportunity to go Whale watching•• We have 12 booked for 

The Whale adventure & would like your company for this 
interesting long weekend. Ring Heather Cannon on 97912949. 
25th or 26th•• To be advised•• 

December:-1..Oth. Xmas party. 12 noon on. At the home of 
Frank & Pat Douglas 1 2/14 Grandvalley Drive Chi rnside Park. 

ave a a e 0aI e. 
dJ@orru 001] ~ ~~dJ@\7 o1}® 

You only have ONE UFE.. This is it, use it, or lose it 
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.'.- THE BASIN FIRE BRIGADE 

FOREST ROAD THE ft\SIN 3154 

AU CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY 

P.o. BOX 7 THEBASIN. 
V1eroRIA. 3154 

6111 September 2000 

Mr John Gardner 
All British Classic Car Club of Victoria 
P.O. Box 1 
Bayswater 3153 

Dear John 

On October 7 th & altt The Basin Fire Brigade in conjunction with Australia's Open Garden Scheme will be . 
holding and Open Garden Weekend at the historic Como Gardens in Basin-Olinda Road The Basin. 
Mefways 65 H7. 

This property boasts a magnificent 6-hectare garden, which any gardeners would find a sight to behold. A' 
new addition to this garden is a Fairy Garden, sure to delight young and old. 

As an added attraction, the owners George & Pat Hetrel, will also open their magnificent Auto museum 
comprising of a Bugatti and Hennan Goering's Mercedes Staff car to mention just two attractions of their 
wonderful collection. 

A live steam train also operates around the property. 

During this weekend, members of the Peter Brock Commodore Owners Association will also display 
models of these valuable'and highly sought after motor vehicles and, as a special appearance, Peter Brock 
himself win aHand on Sunday October Sill. 

Other displays over the weekend will be from the Historical Society and a Wildlife and Nature Presentation 
by local resident Andrew Wagner. 

We would greatly appreciate it if you could advise your members and display the enclosed brochure. We 
promise an interesting visit to this magnificent property will be their reward and at the same will help the 
Brigade to raise much needed funds to purchase new fire-fighting equipment. 

'Yours faithfully, 

Colin Killian 
Captain 
The Basin Fire Brigade 

Early rYlorning run .. Sun 8th. Start at 
NunaV\fadding Civic Center 7.arYl. 
Contact Neil Wakeman. 041 1 456 047 



NEW IMPORT RULES ARE SeT FOR USED 
VEHICLES 
ThIs news item was published in Australian ClaS1Sic c.. 
magazine, our thanks for this, and the fo/JowjtJg artiCle: 
The Federal Govemment has intmdl..lced a new 
I scheme to admini$ler importation arrangementS for 

used vehides, with adVantages and di~~ ror 
bolh enthusiasts and businesses. The Government 
believes that bulked type approval of compUanoe with 
Australian Design Rufes (ADR) is t.I1SUitable for U$8d 
vehtcles and will replace it with vehJde..by-whic in­
spec::tiol'l$ at registered'Mll"kshops. There wilt eJso be 
an increase in the annua1 cap of 25 to 100 UAId pas­
senger motor vehicles per approval hOfdet, whk::tl.. f& 
good for business but has diffelent impfiCaIiotlS fa 
consumers. A vehi<:Ie must meet at least 2 of 4 $p8­
ciafist and enthusiast criturie: appearance, pertcrm.. 
ance, recognition in specialist publications and unusual 

__ destgn features. tmportation of comptete vetHcfeSfOr 
diSmanUin9 wilt alSO bfHiDofihia althoughcU&ecfCXllft­
ponent$ will stiU be aDowed. 


A two-year transitional period is in piace for cumJf1I: 

approvals and business adju8tment$. Contaets re­
garding 1he new tegistation 8f8 Paul Chamtlertain for 
Minister for Transport John Anderson, (02) 6277 7680 
end Steve Ronson for Senator Nick Minchin, Minister 
for Industry, (02) 8277 7580. 

A WALL MURAL OF CLUB BADGES 
A 8 stated in the item Let's CMIWe end Celebrate. on 

M.Peoe 2, the RACV is WOI'k1ng with the AOMC and 
the Federation of Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle 
Clubs of VICtoria, to help us celebrate our hobby vehi­
eta enthUSiasmS. 
As a part of this co-operative venture, Brian Kelly has 
been appointed to the position of Liaison Officer for ~I 
Motoring AssociatIons, by the RACV Board. One of 
Brian's projed$ is 10 help create a wafI mural depicting 
the badges of hobby vehicle dubs in Victoria. The ck.Ib 
badge mural witt be dlspfayed. initially. at the Royal 
Automobile CfUb of ViCtoria premiaes in Queen Street, 
It will be transferred to the new RACV buHdint ~i$ 
betngbuitt in Bourke Street. 
The AACV is seeking bumper badges from clubs for 
placement on the wall murat board. Brian wi" be 81­
tending the Augu$t ~. Meeting and wit) exptain 
the concept of the mural. He will also be present at the 
NoVember msetit rg to COIteCl dall8ted tNIdgeS f'n')mU1e 

clubs. 
~ Us a very 'NOt1hwhi1fi projeCt. and wig form a lasting 
keepsake, exhit:Iitinn. the profuse sooPEI of the hobbv 
vehicle movement The mural wilt be on display in the 
entrance hatl at Queen Shet, ~ many passet'S-by 
will no dOubt pausefor' a closer examination. 
We f8COI'm18fld that your dub participate$ in this ex· 

FromAuslralian Classic Car-July, 2000. citing project, and donates 8 badge at 1he ~ 

--------------------------~---~--~&'. I. ~~~.Arthur GI88V8$ _ 	 .AOMC o.~Offloer. 

~~!=I·~W·.AJC·-·H···-·~·T· H~~I·;rS-·~·~·-i 

about thewa:s. of Victorian ~Petmrt Scheme JI8Iti.. 
cIe$ tntetst8te. we have rec:teMId a quIC/( response 
from VttRoilds, quote: 

It is my underStanding that atl.regi6tratiOn.·.' authorities.'.' .• 
including Western Australia, wW ~ vebideS 

operating under the VtC:I.Ofian CUl ~ Sd1ame. 
when .. vehicle is being used in ~ with the 
conditiOn8. under which 1he pennit, induding Special 
Use AuthOfisaOOo, is iS$uec;t 
Wrth regard to your spedfic questions about interstate 
~ ac:Mca.from aD-Stales and T~~ indicates 
that ' 

1. 	 Vehides operating under the V~ Club Permit 
Scheme may participate in event1!I 1nterstate when 
that event is organised under another State's club 
permit scheme. 

2. 	 VICtOrian dub issued ~ Use Vouchers may 
be used to au\horise a vehicle operating under the 
VlCtotian Ctub Permit Scheme to travel to partici­
pate in an intEntate event. 

However, please nota that this is a 'bMt endeavour' 
adviea only. The defmitiYe position couJd only be pro. 

Yided to you by each Sts:::~_ Manager 

I
I 

. 

.~.~.-..~.~.~
I ......",_ ... ___t I 

I =~~=:~~:.._j 	 . 
Reg#stratiQn 8. Licensing PoIIc:y - VICRoads. 	 jI 
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By Neil Wakelllan 


I seem to remember a h jt s ong f ro m the 1960' s bearing the same title as this Httle piece . In 
that song, th e singer w as lamenting the fact that his /her lov ed one was born before he/she, 
and that he/sh e was too yo ung to m ake much of an Im pression on the older object of his/her 
affection . Can anyo ne else remember that l ittle ditty? 

I arrived in this world a t roughly the sam e time as Olivia Newton-.John, who was my 'Perfect 
10', or at least o ne of them. Unfortunat ely for O livia , o ur path s never crossed and she h ad to 
make d o with fame and fortune. But that 's another story . . . 

The local trash and treasure market was held last Sunday (which is no surprise, it 's always 
on the last S un d ay o f the month) . As u sual , after a brisk early morning run in the M G B or 
Sprite. I called b y the m a rke t and th is mon th, p icked up a copy o f a little magazine/bo o klet 
entitled PAustralian Used car Market - Sum mer 1966 Edition- pub lished by M o tor Manual. 
Original price of the magazjne was 10 shillings (or $1) - those were the day s of dual pricing. 
( For the benefit of our younger r eaders , we did n 't always have dollars and cents - decimal 
currency was introduced on 14th Februa ry 1966, replaCing pounds shillings and pence. A 
dollar was worth 10 shillings. which was half a P o und. Or put anoth er way, £1 was worth $2. 
Got that?) I paid 20 cents for this 1966 publication. 

Let's get back to the point. As car enthUSiasts, a nd in m any cases, owners of cars from the 
19505 and '60s, I thought that you might like to k now a b out the valu e o f some of o ur 
cherished models from that period. On second thoughts , you probably won't want to know, 
but what the heCk, I'm gonna tell you anyway. It's up to you whether or not yo u read on from 
here. 

Starting w ith yours truly, in 1966, m y Bugeye was worth about £425 or $850 (I ' ll forget the 
pre-decimal pricing from here on) and my Mark 1 MGB, at that time just 2 years old , was 
valu ed at $2,200. There apparently wasn 't m uch of a market for pre War Morris models, 
because they weren't listed. I've often laid the story about being keen on a M G TF at a bout 
that time, and how I could have bought o ne in 1962 for £550 (nobody believes me!). M y 
older, and wiser, brother reckoned I'd probab ly kill myself in a TF and loaned me a n extra 
£20 0 to buy a brand new M ini, in whic h I almo st killed m yself several times. My newly 
acquired book values a 1954 TF 1250 at $900, and a TF 1550, introduced in 1956 . at 
$1 ,050 . I rem ember that, in 1962, a brand new Mini cost $ 1 ,500 (£750) . 

Let 's now look at some of the other machines that appear regularly at ESCAPE run s. 
Peter's TR6 hadn't been intro d uced at the time b ut a TR4 like Graham's was worth about 
$2,500 for a 1964 mod el. A two year old SprUe. the IIA model or the Mark. III with win d up 
Windows, was valued at about $1,380, a nd the big bully Healeys were worth between $900 
for a 1954 m odel 100/4 , $1 ,2 00 for a 1957 100/6 and $1 ,700 for a 1960 m o del 100/6. 

Steve's immaculate M o rriS Cooper S was still fairly new in '66 and priced accordingly. A one 
year old car with 1275cc motor a n d twin f uel tanks and wind up windows was worth $ 2 ,100 
- I'll tell you what, Steve, "II give you new car price - $2.100 - for you rs . Can't be fairer than 
that now, can 17 OK, let's make it $2,500, but no more, O K? 

The E Type guys will probably weep tears of blood to learn that in 1966 their cars weren 't 
quite so expensive. A four year old model was valued at $4 ,900 - it w a s descnbed as ~a 
new ra kish , high performance car , 2 65 H P-, which sounds pretty right. A 1963 model was 
worth $5.800 and a two year old E Type , $6.200. Ross, Graham, Bob and others own E 
Types, and Ross a lso h as a Mark 2, but I don 't know the year. If It 's a 19643.8 litre , it was 
worth $5,200 as a two year Old . 



For my money, I think that I would rather have had a 1957 XK 140 at $1,750 or a '58 XK1s0 

at $2,600, but of course those models were getting a bit secondhand at that time, like they ~ 


were eight or nine years old . 


If you were a Jaguar enthusiast and really wanted to splash out with a o ne year old ca r, you 
would need to find a bout $5,20 0 for a 3.8 Mark 2 , $6,200 for an E Type with 4 .2 litre engine 
and $7,200 for a Mark X battleship (weren't they ugly beasts?) 

The -E- in ESCAPE these days stands for -English", -European- or -Eastern" - we don 't 
really care. Sorry Leong and Frank, but your A1fa Spyders don't rate a mention in my book. 
The only Alfas listed are the 1964 Guilia TI at $3,400, the "beautifully styled" Guilia coupe at 
$4,700 and the 2600 Sprint, at $7,200 . The forerunner of Leong's Porsche was the 1965 
911 model , which was valued at $8,400 - don't forget, it's one year old at this time! 

We have quite a number of MGB's in our group. Prices in 1966 ranged from $2,200 for a 
1963 model to $2.600 for the Mark 2 with five bearing crankshaft and electric tachometer. 
That electric tacho m ust have been areal winner on the showroom floor. TCs were dirt 
cheap in 1966 - a 1949 model was worth $600. and the Y Type saloon was crusher fodder at 
just $250. Newer models were worth a bit more -the '51 model TO was valued at $550 . and 
the Y Type saloon $350. Presumably the drilled wheels introduced in 1951 made a few 
dollars difference. Geoff will be interested to learn that hj s MGA was valued at between 
$1,000 for a '56 model , $1 ,500 for a 1600cc, or $1 ,900 fo r a Mark II . A twin cam model from 
1960 was worth about $1,800 if you could put up with the unreliability, but that probably 
explains the price differential. 

J could go on and on quoting prices from my book but the exercise is starting to make me 
feel quite ill. I need to keep reminding myself that everything is reJatlve - In 1966, which 
doesn't seem that long ago, I was earning a pretty good salary of about $40 per week. Petrol 
was about 5 bob a gallon (what's that, about 11 cents a litre?) What it does show, however, 
that some car values have gone way ah ead of the trend. whilst others have just died. They 
weren't worth anything then , and they still ain't! Why wasn't I smart enough to work out 
which were which? 

If any reader would like some more details about 1966 values, please let me know and ,'II be 
happy to send you a copy of the relevant pages from my little book. I reckon that it was 20 
cents (two bob) well spent! 

Kind regards to all 

Neil Wakeman 

This ~ace is reserved 

For l'1'lel'1'lbers 


To he(p tli edttor 

Andgive hiffl a STory TOyrinr 


you very muc ?? 



Advertising YOUR car... The 10 
f2111 August 2000 

I spoke to you recently about advertising vehicles for sale in the magazine where the trade practices act 
now requires vehicle identification included in the sale notice . 
I intended to offer for sale a 1929 Graham Paige Sedan .. ready for restoration'" in the magazine. I 
brought the vehicle some time ago and although it is a complete vehicle I do not have the information 
required. The identification plate was a metal plate with the nwnbers stamped CI1 it which is fine but it 
is riveted to the engine block below the water pump gland seal , over the many yeBIS the plate is usally 
eaten away by rust . I would suspect that Graham Paige owners would not be an their own having 8 

vehicle with no I D nwnbers • so as under the trade practices act I could not advertise the vehicle in any 
publication. So on my next day offwork I hit the phone to foBow up if there was a way around my 
problem . The first call as you would expect was to Vic Roads 1he Girl was helpful but was only 
guessing the answer and didn'f really know , so as not to drag this letter out to far I spoke to four 
Govennent departments and eleven different people before I was able to find someone who not only 
ne".' what I was talking about but new 1he answer • Department of Justice > Consumer &. Business 
Mmn~d~. . 
No complaints the exercise was worth the tour , the lady had the infonnation I required explaned it and 
f8xed it to me . I can advertise the vehicle for sale without the iden1:ifing numbers being vintage the 
vehicle is exempt by the act _I have included for you the infonnation sent to me I have deleted the 
information not related to this situation . As our magazine advertises vintage only , our members for 
sale ads for complete vehicles without identification will. be fine • the problem is still there for other 
clubs or publications advertising vehicles manuf8.ctured after 1- January 1943 that do not have the 
required information . You can ~t a YIN number for a vehicle if you are taking it for registration or 

'. club pennit but Vic Roads must sight the vehicle . 

......................... 


The Trade Practices Act 1998 requires 1hat all motor vehicles advertised for sale must have identi:fying 
information included in the sale notice . ( excluding exempt vehicles • veteran motor car , vintage motor 
car or classic and histOI}.C motor car ) The registration number • ifWlIegistered an engine number or 
VIN number is acceptable-. Licensed Motor Traders must have LMCT and their number included. 

MOTOR CAR TRADERS ACf 
PART 4 - SALE OF USED MOTOR CARS 
51 . DEFfNmONS 
S 51 • VETERAN MOTOR CAR • means a motor car which was manufactured before 1 January 

1917 : 

-.. VINTAGE MOTOR CAR M means a motor car which was manufactured after 31 
December 1916 and before 1 January 1931 ~ 

.. CLASSIC AND IDSTORIC MOTOR CAR" means a motor car which was manufactured 
after 31 December 1930 and before llanuary 1943; 

.1t •••••••••••••••••• 

As the :infuImati~w8s supplied to me inprint by the Govcrment Department I believe what I have 
passed on to you is correct . ~ 

~rinted In ~OOd falt~ 




-


055, Bill, om & Frank 0 parade : 
during the deli run 

Pat & the KE LV gang 


, : 


