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Front Cover 
 

This unusual 1930 MG 18/80 is from the MG Car Museum. 

According to the presenter David, this is a very rare vehicle 
and his favourite so I thought it would suit the front cover. 

Purchased from the Netherlands and now owned by Ray and 
John Abikhair of the MG Museum of the Marque. 

It has a 2.5 litre 6 cylinder, single OHC engine with twin SU 
carburettors producing 80 bhp. It could reach 80 mph, which 
was impressive for its time. 

Glenda Prewett’s favourite was the 1936 TA Airline coupe, 
which was striking and could have been on the front cover as 
well. 

 

Editor’s Note 
This month I have made a feature of our visit to the MG 
museum in Geelong organised by Graham Talmage. 

I haven’t shown any photos of our meal at the RSL because I 
don’t have any. However, I thought the cars were more interesting than people eating their meals! My first 
car was a green MG A and the visit brought back some good memories. 

I must apologise to Janet Field for not acknowledging her Florence Thomson Tour article last month and 
also to Shirley Craven for her photos of the Anglin’s event. 

 

President’s Report 

Well, another month has passed, in fact my birthday month, which got me reminiscing, in my twenties when 
applying for managerial positions I put my age up because I was too young to justify the experience, I was 
claiming to have had. That went on for years until eventually it caught up with me, and I had to tell the truth 
and as most people in the Club know I just turned 76. 
Yesterday I went on Graham Talmage’s run to the MG Museum in Geelong, it brought back many happy 
memories of my youth and later involvement with the Marque. It was a good day, good lunch, good 
company, what more could you ask for, ticked all the boxes. 
There have been a few unavoidable event cancellations this year and they have left a big hole in the 
calendar for August-September. Maxine put her hand up to do a few mid-weekdays in late August. This has 
now been brought forward due to accommodation issues to the 4th-6th and now includes a visit to MOVE in 
Shepparton, as included in Gary & Glenda Prewett’s cancelled event, more details elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. 
This still leaves a big hole in the calendar and if you wish to fill a spot like a drive to your favourite country 
pub or wherever let me know and we will make it happen. 
Today I had one of those phone calls, hello, are you Tony Pettigrew? Yes, Were you a friend of Patrick 
Swinchat? Yes, my name is Darrell Saunders, and I am Joan Swinchat’s nephew and I am ringing to let 
you know Joan passed away five months ago and I am the beneficiary of her estate. The conversation went 
on for over 30 minutes, and he told me when he came down from Queensland to clear out the house it was 
full of FTF and ABCCC memorabilia and my name kept cropping up and that is why he phoned me. I told 
him Maxine and Joan kept in regular contact until she went into a Home where she was not happy, that 
was the last contact, after that the phone was disconnected. He asked me if I could help him dispose of the 
Nash Metropolitan and he will come and see me when next he is in Melbourne. 
Joan’s ashes are now with Patrick’s in Mackay, Queensland and they had a memorial service a few weeks 
ago, she was 98 years old. RIP Joan and thank you for all the jokes and good times. 
 
Take care, 
 
Tony Pettigrew 
President 

Inside this Issue: 
 Editor’s Note 
 President’s report 
 What we have been 

doing 
 Club Information 
 Events Directory 

calendar for 2026 
 More information on 

some of the upcoming 
2026 events: 
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What we have been doing 
 

Visit to the MG Car Museum – Saturday 27th June         
 
Attendees: Graham Talmage, Leigh and Sandra Wishart and friends John Smith and Jan Brown, Tony and 
Maxine Pettigrew, Ken Moulton, Richard and Barbara Wellard, Colin and Anne Jenkins, David Cook, Gary 
and Glenda Prewett, Peter and Darrell Jones, Colin Oberin, Ian and Mary Hodge, Barry Collett, Bob 
Wilson, Brian and Marj Pepper, Brian Kelly, Peter Mc Kiernan and Joan.  
(Photos by Glenda Prewett and David Cook) 
 
The day started off quite foggy for the run down to Geelong, but the sun finally broke through, and even 
though the afternoon was still quite cool, the sun did feel good. 
There were 27 of us meeting at the RSL on Barwon Heads Road for lunch and the food was very 
satisfactory and there was the customary catch up with plenty of discussion. 
Following lunch, we all headed off to the MG Museum to be welcomed by Ray Abikhair and MG life 
member David who presented the vehicles on display. 
Some of the history of the MG’s were very interesting and in particular the pre - war vehicles were quite 
stunning. 
After some tea, coffee and biscuits provided by the museum everyone started to drift off back home apart 
from the Wishart’s who had to do a bit of Heath Robinson repairs on their Lotus Cortina.  
Another great event thanks to Graham Talmage and his organisational skills. 
                       

      
1934 MG K1 – K3 replica                                             1934 MG PA Airline  
 

        
1931 MG M Type Midget                 1936 MG TA coupe                      Ray addressing the group 
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               MG life member David addressing the group 
 

              
            Ray Abikhair firing up an engine                                  1962 MG A twin cam 
 

                                           
               1930’s MG large sedans                                           The Hodge’s contemplating next purchase       
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                   Line up of pre-war MG’s                 

             

           
                    Peter Jones wondering if he could fit into this MG                                        
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 Look at what events are coming up soon?  
 
    

     
  

mailto:colin.brown@hotkey.net.au&subject=ABCCC Annual Lunch
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Lunch with the Tootell’s – Sunday 26th July 2026 
 

                       
 

           You are invited to join us at the Warby Hotel, 2882 Warburton Hwy, Wesburn for  

           lunch at midday. 

           After leaving Lilydale turn right onto the Warburton Hwy and proceed for just over  

           30 kms to Wesburn. 

           Please respond by 13 July so we can finalise catering arrangements 

           Anne and Bryan Tootell, 0412 549 906 or annbry@optusnet.com 
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            Yarra Valley Tour 2026 
 

       An ABCCC Event for Sunday 20th September 2026 
 
 

Start point: 

Yarra Glen and District Men’s Shed 

16 Anzac Ave. Yarra Glen 

Map ref: 274 K1 

 

 

Meet at 10.00 am for a delicious morning tea provided by the Men’s Shed which will include homemade 
cakes, slices and biscuits.  

Be on the lookout for Lyn’s chocolate cake! 

We are asking $5.00 per head as a donation to this worthy Community group. 

Depart at 11.00 am for Healesville to enjoy the Community Market in the heart of town. 

 

Lunch is booked for 12.30 pm at the: 

 

Riddell’s Green Restaurant  

RACV Country Club, Healesville                                           

122 Healesville - Kinglake Road. 

Mel Ref: 269 K12 

 

Please notify Ian re. any food issues 

 

For bookings please SMS/ring Ian Terry on 0409 097 496 
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