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Front Cover 
 

This is a Triumph Gnat displayed at the Gippsland Vehicle 
Collection. It was introduced in 1930/1931 as a competitor to 
the very successful Austin 7. 

At the time it was available for 185 pounds. 

It had Triumph-Lockheed hydraulic brakes and Dunlop tyres 
were specified. 

It also had an 832 cc 4-cylinder engine producing 23 hp. 

The little sports car offered cheap and spirited motoring for the 
time. 

 

Editor’s Note 
 
In the absence of portrait photographs of members cars I have 
resorted to another classic vehicle from our visit to Maffra.  
So if you would like your vehicle shown on the cover of the 
Newsletter, please forward a quality photo. 
As explained later in the Newsletter we made an appearance at the Gippsland Vehicle Collection for the 
re-opening. It was a great day and thanks to Gordon for suggesting it to us. 
We have had a long association with the Collection through Ian Kennedy who used to organise the 
Melbourne to Maffra Runs and he attended the Fly the Flag events. Sadly Ian and his wife Jan lost their 
lives in a collision not far from Maffra some years ago.  
On a positive note there are a few good events coming up, so get those cars out ready to go! 
  
 
 

President’s Report  
                 
Not a lot happening on the Club scene at the moment, enjoyed the few days in Moama but I don’t have 
much else to report. So, with the passing of my good friend George Hetrel, I thought I might share a few of 
my memories of my time with him. 
 
I first met George on my first visit to Como Gardens with the ABCCC about 2001. It was a joint AGM of the 
ABCCC and the Armstrong Siddeley Car Club (that is where the ABCCC started). The ABCCC had their 
AGM under one tree and the Armstrong Siddeley mob under another, then we all sat down to a BYO picnic. 
I was impressed by the hospitality of George and Pat opening up their property to a group of mostly 
strangers. That was the start of our AGMs at Como Gardens, we would hold them in the garage, under the 
oak trees or in the Museum every year until about 2012 when we had 70 members crammed into the 
museum and the caterers were battling to cope. 
 
Around 2001 Frank Douglas invited me onto the GAR committee and George’s name was always 
mentioned with a group of people we should get to support us and eventually George joined the committee. 
He served on this committee and was coerced onto the FTF committee for many years, with us all having 
lunch at the RACV Club every month, they were happy days. At this time the Como Gardens open days 
were in full swing and we jumped on board, with George eventually joining the Club in 2005. We provided 
the manpower with help from the SES and St Johns Ambulance until the last event in October 2017. We 
manned the gate, the car park, the kitchen, the railway and sometimes the sausage sizzle, sold tickets for 
Devonshire teas and the Seasol Wheel (Maxine). At the end of the day, we would have drinks and nibbles 
waiting for the total takings to be counted, happy memories. 
 
Last Saturday I was cleaning out one of my many filing cabinets and I found a little thank you card, “Thanks 
for staying with us, love Pat” I showed it to Maxine, years ago we used to stay with Pat in a B&B in the UK, 
in more recent years we stayed with Pat in Tasmania, now a friend, after much discussion and argument 
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we realised it was from Pat Hetrel. On the FTF their Riley Kestrel had failed to proceed so we stopped to 
assist, I called the RACV patrol guys on tour with us, and stayed until they arrived, just a small thing but it 
was on the day George died. 
I remember going on a Club trip to Winton with Mike Allfrey and spending time in the pits with George and 
John Dymond (Penrite) tuning the Bugatti before George raced it. In those days he was a fast driver! John 
was a big contributor to the GAR and FTF along with Don Kinsey, all born in the same year. John died in 
2006, but Penrite continued to support the ABCCC. 
He went on many Club events including the 2018 Tour of Tasmania. By this time he wasn’t a racing car 
driver, but he insisted on driving Pat’s car with me leading the way and Bill Allen being tail end Charlie. We 
had a ball together, this was his last big event with the Club, he went to a few lunches after that before his 
health started to fail. 
 
My fondest memories of George were sitting at the kitchen window at Como Gardens and having a coffee 
with him, we solved all the problems of the old car movement, the government and the world. I remember 
when he told me he was going to give $1million to the Basin Football Club and he suggested I do the same 
in Coldstream (I did think about it). I always left with a slab of Rocky Road or a box of his famous 
chocolates. The last time I saw George was in the nursing home and we had a cup of coffee and spent half 
an hour reminiscing about all the good times. 
Through the open garden days, he donated about $30,000 to the Club. So, the next time you are at an 
Annual Lunch or Christmas lunch having a free drink raise your glass to George, because he contributed 
towards the cost. 
 
RIP My old friend 
 
Tony Pettigrew 
President 

             

      
George in his museum near the Bugatti            George and Pat 
 

                  
Tony and the Como Gardens Train                                      The Hetrels and Pettigrews 
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ABCCC AGM 2015                                                         ABCCC AGM Feb 2012 
 
 
 

What we have been doing 
 

Maxine’s mid-week run to Mulwala 
 

Tuesday August 4th – Friday 7th 

 
Attendees: Barry Collett, Jack & Shirley Craven, Peter & Sandy Hibbert, Ian & Mary Hodge, Peter 
McKiernan, Peter Lester, John & Jenny Mason, Tony & Maxine Pettigrew, Stephen & Fiona Pettigrew, 
Richard & Barbara Wellard, Bob & Anne Wilson, Leigh & Sandra Wishart. 
 
We met for coffee at the Mile Post Café where we were joined by Neil Sproal who drove down from Moama 
for the day. After coffee we spent a couple of hours looking around the car collection in MOVE, the ladies 
liked the vintage costume collection and the Antique Centre next door. We then went for lunch at the 
Shepparton RSL and then to our accommodation in Mulwala. The motel has only a few rooms and three 
cabins which limited the number of participants. It is excellent value at $100 per night, but it is unmanned 
and the new manager was on holiday in Bali and had neglected to notify everybody which room they were 
in. So, when I arrived there was a crowd waiting in an empty reception area. A couple of phone calls and all 
was sorted and we had the whole motel pretty much to ourselves. That night was free so after drinks and 
nibbles some went to Club Mulwala and some stayed home, for takeaway or more drinks and nibbles. 
 
Next day we left in convoy and drove to Max’s Car Museum in Corowa where we spent an hour or more 
looking at a very good collection including a red version of my blue1912 model T also built in the British 
Empire (Canada). After the museum the rest of the day was free to look around the Corowa op shops or 
the Rutherglen wineries. I chose Rutherglen Red, before returning for a BBQ dinner. The BBQ went very 
well, sausages, hamburgers and kebabs all cooked very ably by Richard assisted by Stephen and served 
with a few salads and followed with fruit salad and ice cream. The temperature dropped rapidly and by 
8.30pm we had all disappeared. I finished the night sharing a few Rutherglen ports. 
 
Next day the morning was free, and many went to the large Op Shop on the Benalla Road in Yarrawonga 
before meeting for a lunch cruise on Lake Mulwala, which was pleasant, a nice lunch and good company. 
We had our final night’s dinner at the Royal Mail Hotel and the only Hiccup of the event. I had booked the 
courtesy bus to pick us up only to be told 30 mins before pick up that they would not be able to return us to 
the Motel. Panic mode! I had to notify everybody quickly so instead of sending everybody a text message, I 
phoned so & so and told him to tell so & so and guess who I missed, sorry Jenny. 
It was a good night, and I think everybody had a good time away for a few days. 
 
Tony Pettigrew (photos courtesy of Shirley Craven and Peter Hibbert) 
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Re-opening of Gippsland Vehicle Collection Building 
 

Sunday 30th August 2026 (Text and photos by David Cook) 
 
This was not an ABCCC event but Joan and I in the yellow XJ6 and Gordon Paterson in his green Mini 
Cooper S ventured down to Maffra to attend the re-opening of the refurbished Maffra Shed. 
It was very well attended with a large number of people and of course a large range of classic vehicles. 
President of the Shed, Duncan Malcolm convened the opening and introduced the State MP, the 
Wellington Shire Mayor and CEO as well as Darren Chester the Federal MP. 
It was a pleasant sunny day, and the building has a new roof with other improvements and is now looking 
forward to some funding for a refurbished kitchen and car park improvements. 
It obviously is a tourist drawcard for the town based on the impressive turnout by locals and visitors alike. 
 
 

                       
                                                                         Jack Rudd’s Douglas racing bikes including side car 
   
 

           
     2.5 litre 3-seater Riley                                    Buchanan  

 

 

 



Page 9  Your ABCCC News Issue 315 - September 2026 
 
 

CLUB INFORMATION 
 
Visit the club’s Website for information about how club matters are conducted. This Website also features 
information about how the Victorian Club Permit Scheme (VCPS) is operated by the All British Classics Car 
Club Vic Inc. 

Our club does have one explicit rule – for those motor cars operating on the Victorian Club Permit Scheme 
(VCPS), using the auspices of the All British Classics Car Club Vic Inc., for the ongoing benefit of the VCPS, 
their owners must continue to be a financial member for the duration of the permit period, and attend a minimum 
of three club events during the permit’s active year. Failure to respect this rule will result in the VCPS renewal 
being insupportable and void. 

 

YOUR COMMITTEE 
Executive Committee Name Telephone E-mail Address 

President Tony Pettigrew 0408 128 420 president@abccc.com.au  
Vice President Colin Brown 0408 343 176 colin.brown@hotkey.net.au 

Treasurer  Phil Cook 0468 680 538 treasurer@abccc.com.au  
Secretary Peter Flavelle (03) 9870 4450 secretary@abccc.com.au  

Committee Positions 
Committee Member Pat Douglas 0425 712 973  
Committee Member Greg Anglin (03) 9876 3293  

Committee Member Leigh Wishart 0403 243 700  

Committee Member Walter Thompson 0408 507 890 wally@abccc.com.au 

Membership Secretary Ed Bartosh (03) 9739 1879 membership@abccc.com.au 
AOMC Delegate Walter Thompson 0408 507 890 wally@abccc.com.au 
FVV & CCC Delegate Glenda Prewett, Tony 

Pettigrew 
0466 997 362   

VCPS Officer 
(Applications) 

Walter Thompson 0408 507 890 wally@abccc.com.au 

VCPS Officer (Renewals) Colin Brown 0408 343 176 colin.brown@hotkey.net.au 

Web Master Ed Bartosh 0438 508 235 webmaster@abccc.com.au 
VCPS Attendance 
Records 

Walter Thompson 0408 507 890 wally@abccc.com.au 

Club Regalia Manager Maxine Pettigrew 0425 789 997  
Newsletter Editor David Cook 0447 563 859 editor@abccc.com.au 
Editor’s Assistant Rick Lloyd 0417 384 845  

Associations Incorporation Registered Number: A0035462V 
The All British Classics Car Club Vic Inc. Website http://www.abccc.com.au  

The Association of Motoring Clubs Website http://www.aomc.asn.au/  

The Federation of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Car Clubs Website http://www.federation.asn.au/  

 

 

CONTACTING THE ABCCC VIC INC. 
On The Web http://www.abccc.com.au  
On Facebook www.facebook.com/AllBritishClassicsCarClub  
Postal Address PO Box 190, Coldstream, Victoria, 3770 

 

https://www.aomc.asn.au/
http://www.federation.asn.au/
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
 
The annual membership subscription for the All British Classics Car Club Vic Inc. is $45.00 per annum. 
This subscription fee also includes the club member’s partner. In addition to that, there is a once-only 
$30.00 Joining Fee. Please address membership enquiries to: Membership Secretary PO Box 190 
Coldstream Victoria, 3770. Telephone Number 03 9739 1879.   

 

LIFE MEMBERS 
The All British Classics Car Club Vic Inc was founded by the late Frank E Douglas on 19th September 1997. 
The Club is proud to grant Life Membership to those who provide exceptional service to our club. 

 

Current Life Members are:  Pat J Douglas, Mike Allfrey, Tony & Maxine 
Pettigrew, Colin Brown, Peter McKiernan, Bryan Tootell

 
CLUB PERMIT SCHEME 
ABCCC is a VicRoads authorised Club to participate in the VicRoads Club Permit Scheme (CPS) 

The ABCCC has set rules & conditions for operating a motor vehicle [twenty-five (25) years old and older on 
the CPS, for further information about how the CPS is conducted by the All British Classics Car Club please 
visit the club’s Website Link ABCCC Club Permit Scheme information.  All the information is available online. 

1. Initial contact should be made with the club's Vehicle Logbook Club Permit Scheme (VLCPS) 
Applications Officer, currently Wally Thompson. He will advise the procedure for application with respect 
to the conditions set by the ABCCC. He must also provide a first inspection of the vehicle. 

2. PERMIT RENEWALS VicRoads requires that an ABCCC authorised VLCPS Officer's signature is 
entered on the permit renewal notice. Therefore, your VLCPS renewal should be sent to Colin Brown, PO 
Box 40, Coldstream, Victoria 3770. Enclose with it a stamped envelope addressed to VicRoads, along 
with a cheque/money order for the VLCPS fee. Colin will sign on behalf of the ABCCC and then forward 
the permit renewal on to VicRoads. The form also requires YOUR signature, so be sure to sign it as the 
permit holder as well.  

Both Wally & Colin's position are entirely voluntary, so due consideration should be given when contacting 
them. 

 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
Payment of ABCCC Annual Fees of $45.00 are due by 1st January each year.  

Please post or transfer money to: All British Classics Car Club, Membership Secretary PO Box 190 
Coldstream Victoria, 3770. Tel 0438 508 235  

Bank details: BSB 063 863, A/c No.1001 3709, please provide your surname and "dues" as reference.  

Please note that, should you be unfinancial and driving a classic car under the auspices of our club on the 
Victorian Club Permit Scheme, you are effectively driving an unregistered motor vehicle.  

Renewal Form can be downloaded from the ABCCC Website if required to update information. 

  

Thank you, Ed Bartosh 

 
 

Website: www.abccc.com.au/calendar 
Facebook   -   don’t forget to like ABCCC on facebook                                                
 

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the All British Classics 
Car Club Inc Vic or its officers. Whilst all care has been taken neither the club nor its officers accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of information printed and or the quality of any items or services advertised or mentioned in this publication. 
The editor reserves the right to edit contributions submitted for publication. 

http://www.abccc.com.au/VCPS.php
http://www.abccc.com.au/forms.php
https://www.facebook.com/AllBritishClassicsCarClub
http://www.abccc.com.au/
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Club Calendar 
ABCCC EVENTS DIRECTORY 
 
Note: This ABCCC Events Directory lists only those events organised by the ABCCC.   Only those 
events scheduled in this Directory qualify for Victorian Club Permit Scheme requirements.  All events 
are also listed on the club website. 
 
 

ABCCC Calendar of Events for 2026 
If you are attending any of these events please contact the Organiser, as numbers are often 

required 
Further details will be provided closer to the event 

  September 2026 

    Sun. 20th 
Sept 

Lunch in the Yarra 
Valley with Ian and Lyn 
Terry. 
 

October 2026 November 2026 December 2026 

Sun 4th Oct Get Lost in 
Gippsland with 
Graham Talmage 

Wed. 11th 
Nov 

Visit including lunch to 
Mont de Lancy. Contact 
Darrell and Peter Jones 

Sun. 13th 
Dec 
(Final 
Numbers by 
8th Dec.) 

Christmas Lunch 
Maxine Pettigrew 

Wed. 14th 
Oct 

Coffee with the 
Cravens TBA 

Fri 13th 
Nov to 
Sun 15th 
Nov 

Alice Anderson Tribute 
Tour. Inaugural event, 
commemorate the life of 
Alice Anderson. 
Contact Tex Conway 
 

 
  
  
  

Sun. 25th 
Oct 

Calendar Planning 
Meeting 
 

Fri 20th to 
Sun 22nd 
Nov 

. Indulgence Weekend 
with Peter McKiernan 

Tue. 27th 
Oct 

Lunch with the 
Anglins 
 

 
Calendar Planning Meeting  
Sunday 25th October 2026 
 

The meeting will be held at 16 Lawler Lane, Coldstream, starting at 11.00am. Please 
let us see some new faces, the future of this club depends on it, we can’t rely on the 
same organisers year after year doing all the work. If you have some good 
ideas and don’t want to organise, email them to me and somebody else may pick 
them up. 
Lunch and drinks are provided by the Club so please notify Maxine of your 
attendance. maxinepettigrew2@outlook.com mob. 0425 789 997 
 

Tony Pettigrew 

President 

 

http://www.abccc.com.au/
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 Look at what events are coming up soon?  
           
            Yarra Valley Tour 2026 
 

       An ABCCC Event for Sunday 20th September 2026 
 

Start point: 

Yarra Glen and District Men’s Shed 

16 Anzac Ave. Yarra Glen 

Map ref: 274 K1 

 

Turn left at sign in Anzac Avenue, Yarra Glen to use car parks at destination. Meet at 10.00 am for a 
delicious morning tea provided by the Men’s Shed which will include homemade cakes, slices and biscuits.  

Be on the lookout for Lyn’s chocolate cake! 

We are asking $5.00 per head as a donation to this worthy Community group. 

Depart at 11.00 am for Healesville to enjoy the Community Market in the heart of town. 

 

Lunch is booked for 12.30 pm at the: 

 

Riddell’s Green Restaurant  

RACV Country Club, Healesville                                           

122 Healesville - Kinglake Road. 

Mel Ref: 269 K12 

 

Please notify Ian re. any food issues. For bookings please SMS/ring Ian Terry on 0409 097 496 
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Getting Lost in Gippsland 
Sunday 4th October 2026 

 

Graham and Katie are inviting all members to join them on a Getting Lost in Gippsland Tour. 

The intention is to enjoy the rolling hills and the verdant pastures on pleasant country roads touring through 
Gippsland. 

The intention is to finish up for lunch at the Travellers Rest Hotel at Thorpdale which also houses a vodka 
distillery. 

We will meet at the BP Service station outbound at Officer at 9.30 am for a 10 am departure. That should 
give us plenty of time to get lost. 

I will email out the preferred route when participants have registered. 

 

 
 

Contact Graham Talmage on 0419 399 752 if you would like to express your interest. 

 

 

                        
 



Page 14  Your ABCCC News Issue 315 - September 2026 
 
 

Lunch with the Anglins 
Tuesday, 27th October 2026 

 

Afternoon Tea with the Anglins will now be Lunch as no venues do afternoon tea for less than 
$95.00 per head.  Lunch now will be at Castella’s Croydon Hotel, 47 Maroondah Hwy, Croydon at 
1pm. If you wish to join us phone or text Geraldine (0418502202) by Friday, 23rd October. 

 

Visit to Mont de Lancy Homestead 
Wednesday 11th November 2026 

 

We have moved the date of this event back one week due to its previous close proximity to the 
Indulgence Weekend. 

Tour and Lunch at Mont de Lancy 

1880’s homestead and museum 

71 Wellington Road Wandin North 3139 

 

We will meet at the Two Peas Café (on site ) at 10.30 for coffee. 

There is a tour of the Homestead from 11 to 12 pm ($5 donation per head) 
Lunch at the café after the tour. 
 

If you are interested in attending please contact Darrel Jones via SMS 0402 983 396 

or Peter on 0416 054 240. 
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AN ESCAPE MOTORING CAR CLUB EVENT CELEBRATING THE PIONEERING SPIRIT AND 

CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN TO AUSTRALIAN MOTORING 

 

TOUR BRIEF 

FRIDAY – TOUR COMMENCES AT 10.00 AM at the KEW CEMETERY. 
Google Maps location: https://maps.app.goo.gl/6uhUhKtQSLg5ceHJ8 

 
Guest Speaker LORETTA SMITH  will give a talk with a slide show about the life of Alice 

Anderson followed by a wreath laying 
 

TRAVELLING VIA 88 COTHAM ROAD KEW TO HEALESVILLE - NARBETHONG – MANSFIELD 

FRIDAY – VIEWING HEALESVILLE WORKSHOP SITE THEN LUNCH STOP AT BLACK SPUR 
INN NARBETHONG. 

 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ACCOMMODATION AT ALZBURG RESORT MANSFIELD 

and 
HIGH COUNTRY HOLIDAY PARK – BOOKINGS: 5775 2705 

SATURDAY – TOUR TO BENALLA and LUNCH 
 

VEHICLE DISPLAY (OPTIONAL) IN MANSFIELD SUNDAY UNTIL 11.00 AM. 
 

THIS INAUGURAL TOUR IS LIMITED TO 80 PERSONS,. 
 

ROOMS HAVE BEEN RESERVED AT ALZBURG RESORT. 
and  

HIGH COUNTRY HOLIDAY PARK BOOKINGS PH:5775 2705 
 

Full details including cost, catering details and items included in your entry fee, and the 
entry form can be found in the PDF document attached to this newsletter email. 

 
Please download and complete the (interactive) event application PDF form and return by email to: 

terryconway78@gmail.com or Mail to 2 Boloka Court PATTERSON LAKES, Vic 3197. 
 

PLACES are limited and applications close soon, DON’T Delay! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.escapemotoring.com.au/aatt/
https://www.escapemotoring.com.au/aatt/
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Indulgence Weekend  
Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd November 

 
After 20 years of hosting this event, old age has finally caught up with me, and this year will sadly 
be my last. However, the event will remain as part of our club’s calendar with the hosting being 
taken over by the capable hands of Leigh and Sandra Wishart. Who will no doubt do an excellent 
job in keeping you all indulgent! 

This year as a final hoorah we are travelling to Portland in Western Victoria. We will meet at the  

BP Service Centre, Princes Highway, Little River (this being on the Geelong Bound lanes of the 
freeway). After a coffee we will depart at approximately 10.30 am and proceed to our luncheon 
venue at Camperdown. 

After lunch we will continue along the Prince Highway to our final destination in Portland. 

Dinner Friday night will be at the Royal Hotel in Portland 

After a night’s rest we will be collected by coach for a visit to South Australia with morning tea at 
Heywood followed by a visit to Mount Gambier and the Blue Lake. We will arrive at a winery which 
will be our luncheon venue and expect to be back at our motel later in the afternoon. 
Saturday evening will be our normal function with hot pies, sausage rolls, finger food and cake 
slices along with a lot of conversation and comradeship, not to mention the wine!  
On Sunday we return home and again resume our normal diets. 

The cost for this event will be dependent on the final numbers; however, it is not expected to be 
over $100 per person, such sum will include the bus journey and the evening food. 
To date a considerable amount of interest has been shown for this event, however I still have a 
number of vacancies for those members who may wish to join us. 

You may contact me at petermckiernan@tpg.com.au or mobile 0407 876 023 
 

 

         
        Portland Harbour 
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VACC backs Alice Anderson memorial with $100K donation 
 
 

 
L to R. Samantha Lovrich, Tina Russo (Alice Anderson Memorial Project), Loretta Smith (biographer, in 
wheelchair), Cr Wes Gault (Mayor of Boroondara), Peter Jones (CEO, VACC) 
 
 

The Victorian Automotive Chamber of Commerce (VACC) has pledged $100,000 to 
support the Alice Anderson Public Art Project, which will honour Australia’s first 
female motor garage owner with a life-sized bronze statue in Melbourne. 
 

The statue will be installed in Kew near the site of Anderson’s original automotive 
garage and aims to recognise her role as a pioneer for women in the automotive 
industry. 
 

Founded in 1919, Anderson’s all-women motor garage employed and trained 
women as mechanics, chauffeurs and drivers at a time when opportunities for 
women in the sector were limited. 
 

VACC chief executive Peter Jones says the donation reflects 
the organisation’s support for women in the automotive industry. 

 

 




